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Abstract 

Education in any Nation is geared towards developing citizenry who will in 
turn contribute their quota towards development of a nation. This can only 
be achieved if necessary foundation is laid in Education through the 
inculcation of reading culture in the primary education. Reading is essential 
for full participation in modern society. It adds quality to life empowers and 
emancipates citizens. This paper, therefore examines the issue of education, 
concept of reading culture and development, strategies for improving 
reading culture in primary education. It also made recommendation on how 
reading culture can be improved on in primary education and in Nigeria and 
beyond 2020. 

 

 

The essence of Primary Education at the foundational level is to teach pupils to read. The 
main objective of primary education as reflected in the national policy on education is the inculcation 
of permanent literacy and ability to communicate effectively (National Policy on Education, 2004). 
Reading is not just an important tool for learning but important in the life of everyone and the general 
development of the society. It plays a major role in the school curriculum, yet it is not given the 
attention it  needs in primary schools classroom (Idogo, 2012). Holt (1998), remarks that a situation in 
which a large number of people rarely read, either because they lack the skill or simply because they 
do not care enough to take time to concentrate will pose serious problem in the future. Researchers 
have shown that it is very difficult to achieve academic excellence without being able to read. 
Consequently ability to read in our primary schools need to be improved upon. If inability to read is 
not tackled at an early stage, it will have dire consequences. The futures of the children who are not 
able to read are compromised as reading failure restricts the opportunities available for individuals to 
participate in the workforce and contribute to the development of the nation in a technologically 
advanced world. In the words of Igwe (2011), leading world nations pride themselves on their 
promotion of reading. They see a high level of literacy as a major source of their competitiveness and 
social maturity. The absence of reading ability in Nigeria primary education would act as an effective 
barrier to national development. For the nation to develop economically, socially, and politically 
beyond 2020, frantic efforts must be made by the three tiers of government to build literate citizens 
that are able to read widely and apply it practically for development. When education for all by 2015 
millennium development goal was postulated in 2000, skeptics doubted the ability of countries like 
Nigeria to live up to that goal in a 15-year time frame. (Vanguard Newspaper, February 13, 2014). 

This is 2015, five years more to President Umaru Musa Ya‟radua of Nigeria vision 2020, yet 
the United Nations Educational Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), in a 2014 report, 
said that it would take more than 70 years before all children will have access to primary education. 
The reports further stated that with four years of schooling in Nigeria, less than one in 10 children 
emerge literate while after 5-6 years in school, less than 30 percent are able to read even a single 
sentence. The situation pointed above is a sad reflection of the state of illiteracy in Nigeria where 
national educational policy tacitly underplays the relevance of reading in the educational development 
of the country.  This paper therefore examines the concept of education, reading culture and 
development, strategies for improving reading culture in primary education and made some 
recommendations. 
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The Concept of Education 
Education is a process by which an individual‟s mind develop through learning at school or 

the knowledge and skills that you gain from being taught. Education is a very useful instrument in 
attaining a sustainable and vibrant national development, as we have been experiencing in Nigeria. 
Education has been viewed in different perspective by different people. Imhanlahimi (2006), defined 
education as a process intended to bring about certain useful qualities and changes in the behaviour of 
the learners, which means education changes what a person believes, his acts and what he thinks. 

Mamman (2002), defines education as an “introductory or training by which people 
(generally) learn to develop power”. She further stated that to be educated means to look out for new 
knowledge, experience ideal, skill and physical development and self-actualization. The acquisition of 
good reading habit is a means for individuals to live and develop themselves and the society. 

Reading Culture and Development 
Reading is a tool or building block for the pupil‟s successful living and functioning in 

today‟s society. Gbadamosi (2007), describes reading as reading involving the meaningful 
interpretation of words, phrases and sentences requiring all types of thinking such as critical, 
analytical, creative, evaluative judgmental, and problem solving. Reading habit entails reading 
activity. It means the cultivation of an attitude and possession of skills that make reading a pleasurable 
and regular activity. Nssien (2008), says that reading habit is identified as the single most important 
determinant of a student‟s success in education and in the modern complex society. Reading habit is 
very important in the life of everyone and every school system. In fact, evidence abounds everywhere 
in the world and in the field of reading to show its influence in improving students‟ performance in 
subjects and in later life. The quotation given below underscores the importance of inculcating a 
reading habit in the life of Ben Carson – a boy who was rescued from the pits of moral and academic 
failure by the gestures of his mother who chose to make him read instead of watching television 
programmes endlessly while his books suffer. According to him, his mother remarked that: 

Beninie, “she said again and again”, if you can read honey, you can learn just anything you 
want to know. The doors of the world are open to people who can read. He later confessed that „as I 
continued to read‟. My spelling, vocabulary, and comprehension improved, and my classes became 
much more interesting (Carson 2000, p, 10). 
Reading culture is the process of building up positive reading attitude among pupils and children over 
a long period of time (Gbadamosi, 2007:44). Reading culture in essence therefore is the kind of 
culture that imbibes reading and studying as the basis of growth and development. It is the type that 
sees continuous reading of information resources by pupils, children, adults for knowledge 
acquisition, which will be applied practically for development. 

Development means a process in which someone or something grows or changes and 
becomes more advanced. It can also mean the improvement of people‟s lifestyle through improved, 
qualitative and functional education, incomes, skills development and fulfilled employment. Eya 
(2002) notes that development is a multi-dimensional process. This means raising of people‟s 
standard of living and the upliftment of their life without education which is acquired through ability 
to read, this cannot be possible. 

In Nigeria, as it is in most African countries, this is a problem as a good number of people are 
still illiterate. Investment in education is a productive venture. This is because an educated labour 
force is a source of productivity for national development. Nigeria needs this kind of development in 
order to meet the needs of present generation and without compromising it beyond 2020. 
 
Strategies for Improving Reading Culture 

The responsibility of improving reading culture in Nigeria cuts across the government 
(funding), home background/role of parents, role of the media and in-service training of teachers. 
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Government Funding 
The improvement of reading culture in Nigeria has to begin with adequate funding from the 

government both at local, state and federal levels. The implication is that the funding of the 
educational sector should not be left in the hands of the federal government alone but should be a joint 
effort. The former minister of Education Prof. Nyesom Wike in a Vanguard news paper in 2013 stated 
that the funding of education in Nigeria should be the responsibilities of the three tiers of 
Government. 

In addition, Igwe (2011) stated that UNESCO has given a minimum percentage of twenty-six 
of developing countries annual budgets to education. However, an analysis of the federal 
government‟s allocation to that sector in the recent years is not too encouraging. The greatest 
resource for development is the human resource hence no nation can develop in isolation of her 
human resources, and education is the producer of human resources. If Nigerian primary education 
must develop her human resources that would contribute to national development beyond 2020, 
adequate funding of the sector will impact positively on libraries, which is the main tool for the 
development of reading culture. 

In recognition of the importance of school libraries educational development UNESCO 
(1979) emphasized that: 

“Development planners have considered the need of Education as 
being merely schools, teachers and textbooks, but they have not paid 
sufficient attention to the general reading materials one normally 
finds in a school library which help the student to enlarge his 
education, the stimulation of the habit of reading in school,  and the 
provision of adequate reading materials through public libraries will 
be an important means of combating the ferocious problem of relapse 
into illiteracy. Which is one of the disturbing factors in educational 
development (P12). 

 
The library has become indispensable in the modern world as it provides avenues for lifelong 

education that will enhance national development. 
 
Home Background/Role of Parents 

The conditions in children‟s environment have a role to play in influencing reading habit. 
Cherifullur (1994) postulated that the home environment actually shapes children‟s growing brain as 
well as provides the foundation for them to thrive. Their time at home, especially in the early years, 
will set a stage for their pattern of behaviours, relationships and learning. She went further to explain 
that a stable home base is an anchor that gives the child the peace of mind, and inner security for 
concentration on reading, writing and other studies. 

Eyo (2007), revealed that 70% of the problems associated with the poor reading culture of our 
children is traceable to many social and environmental factors including parents. Parents and 
guardians should always monitor what their children and wards do. It has been observed that children 
spend more time these days watching television and other gadgets like mobile telephone and 
computers. Also watching of cartoons and movies has become an addiction, which has resulted to 
serious neglect on reading habits. Parents and guardians should be encouraged to establish private 
libraries at home in order to encourage reading culture in their children. A large room in the house can 
be set aside for this purpose with the reading desk, chairs and necessary books. The purchase of the 
books should be as gradually as the information needs of the children increases. 
 
The Role of the Media 

The media houses like television, newspapers and radio are equally stakeholders in the course 
of improving reading culture in the primary education. They can contribute their quota by airing 
programmes such as cartoons, drama and jingles that will promote reading habit in children. 
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In-service training for Teachers 
In the teaching and learning process, a teacher is an educator who is equipped with necessary 

academic and professional preparation so that he or she can effectively transfer knowledge and skills 
to learners, as well as facilitate the development of innate potentials of such learners. 
Unfortunately, many primary school teachers have poor attitude and belief about reading and their 
capacity to be effective teachers of reading ability, hence teachers doubt their ability to teach reading 
effectively in classroom settings. The elementary/primary school years are of considerable 
consequence for shaping reading culture. Children at this level experience learning for more with 
printed books for reading. It is within the formative years that children can easily be motivated to 
read. 

The International Reading Association (2000) reports that the teacher‟s knowledge makes a 
difference in student achievement. The teacher‟s role in the reading process is to create experiences 
and environments that introduce, nurture or extend students‟ abilities to engage with text. For a 
teacher to effectively do the above, he needs to undergo a continuous training on his job. Anderson 
(1991), defines in-service training as a programme designed to help teachers overcome short comings 
that may have been part of teacher‟s pre-service education and keep them abreast of new knowledge 
and practices in the field. In conclusion, he said it is an ongoing training for teachers that can have a 
direct impact on student achievement. It is in recognition of this fact that the federal government of 
Nigeria is restructuring programmes that will upgrade primary school teachers and this is being done 
in collaboration with the Nigeria Teachers‟ Institute Kaduna. In the next couple of years, i.e. beyond 
2020, we will begin to see improved quality of education in Nigeria given the efforts of the federal 
government towards this effect. 
 
Conclusion 

Primary education is believed to hold the key to success or failure of the educational system 
because it lays foundation on which other levels of education for national development is built upon. 
If this must be achieved, serious attention must be given to reading culture on primary education. It 
has been observed that the state of facilities such as libraries, books, furniture that are helpful in 
improving reading culture is low and something drastic needs to be done about it. Finally, the parent, 
teachers and government at all levels in Nigeria have to intervene urgently to address the poor reading 
culture in primary education. It is in the light of this that the following recommendations are made in 
this  paper. 

 
Recommendations 

One way through which the situation of reading culture can be improved for national 
development beyond 2020 in Nigeria, is for government to massively invest in primary education. 
This can be done by encouraging the heads of schools in primary education to spend part of the 
financial allocation to them on the purchase of books and sponsorship of programmes that will 
promote reading habit among their pupils. Since it is not possible to harvest where nothing has been 
sown, it is important to draw the attention of government to urgently have a policy in place on reading 
in the primary education curriculum. This will make it mandatory for teachers to promote the teaching 
of reading and help pupils to cultivate reading culture. In addition, the government has to embark on 
immediate training and re-training of primary school teachers on strategies of teaching reading. 
Hoffman and Pearson (1999) noted that there is a driving need to specially train teachers on reading in 
the schools if the attempts at banishing illiteracy and ignorance are to be effective. In addition, 
parents/guardians should be sensitized on the need to create a conducive atmosphere for reading at 
home, most especially at the early stage. They can assist in building reading culture in children by 
procuring story books, magazines, or old news papers, cartoon books that will motivate their interest 
in reading. The government should put a policy in place for media houses to have daily jingles such 
as:    
Reading is power! 
Read a book today! 
Reading makes a man! 
Teach a child to read – and you have made a king! 
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The implementation of the above recommendations will go a long way in improving the 
reading culture in primary education for national development beyond 2020. 
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